


About Our Liturgy

We are all creatures of habit. Habits and
rhythms shape who we are. Our Sunday
gatherings are designed to help us press the
story of Jesus into our souls and change who
we are by repeating that same story over

and over again.

Every week we gather to remember and
celebrate these same old gospel truths: that
we are sinners but we have a great savior.
That the death and resurrection of Jesus
brought his kingdom here. That we have
been adopted into the family of God. That
he has called us to love each other and our
city. That we were created for a perfect

world, and that this world is not all there is.

So we invite you to participate with us as a

group of imperfect people who tell the same

story over and over again, the story of King

Jesus.




Call To Worship

Singing

* The American author David Foster Wallace wrote, “In the day-to-day trenches of
adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not
worshiping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.” This is
a powerful statement from a man who was not a follower of Jesus. He was 100%
correct. We all have something at the center of our lives. Something that we believe
will make us happy. Something that will fulfill us. Even those who follow Jesus often
find that we are serving idols, something that ultimately won't fulfill us.

The gospel story tells us what will: Jesus Christ. Only he can fulfill us. Only he can
redeem us. Only he can heal our deep spiritual wounds. Only he can give hope.
Serving him as king is why we were created. This is why we open our gatherings with
worship. Music touches our souls in a way that nothing else can. And so we use music
as the people of God have done for thousands of years to remind ourselves that we

serve and amazing King and that only he should be at the center of our lives.




new here?

let us know who you are

porchsf.com/sunday

subscribe to the podcast
porchsf.com/sermons

* One of the beautiful facets of the gospel is how it brings all kinds of people
together (Galatians 3:28). We are God's people. We are called to live our lives
together and to love one another. In this part of our gathering, we celebrate this
truth. We pray for each other. We chat while getting coffee and tea. We talk about

what's going on in the life of the family



https://www.porchsf.com/sunday
https://www.porchsf.com/sermons
https://www.porchsf.com/welcome#new-page-2
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Chapter 4 & Morality Articles on
Wednesday, April 26

.0...@
Floly Weeks
April 2-9, 2023

- EASTER



https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2022/12/10/spring
https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2023/02/27/holyweek
https://porchsf.slack.com/archives/CE0T67ABW/p1680392100498069

Prayer

Monthly Schedule

Week 1: We read a prayer from church history.
Week 2: \We take requests and pray for each other.
Week 3: Congregational Prayer.

Week 4: Praying the Psalms.

Week 5: We take requests and pray for each other.

Coffee

This quick time of greeting isn't a break in the
worship but rather a continuation of our worship.
Take five minutes to grab a cup of coffee and say

hello to someone you haven't met yet.




New City Catechism

Question 14: Did God create us unable to keep
his law?

Answer: No, but because of the disobedience of
our first parents, Adam and Eve, all of creation is
fallen; we are all born in sin and guilt, corrupt in our
nature and unable to keep God's law.

* 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." God's word is precious.
This time is less about the words of the preacher and more about the words of God.
So here at The Porch we usually go through an entire book of the Bible verse by
verse. We want to soak up the truth, We want to see Jesus on every page. We want
to know the gospel better than we did yesterday. When that happens, we will be
more loving, more humble, maore hopeful, more joyful, and more blown away by
what we |earn about our King.



http://newcitycatechism.com/new-city-catechism/#14

Philippians 2:3-11 (CSB)

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility consider others as more important than
yourselves. Everyone should look not to his own
interests, but rather to the interests of others.

Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus,
who, existing in the form of God,

did not consider equality with God as something to
be exploited.

Instead he emptied himself
by assuming the form of a servant,
taking on the likeness of humanity.

And when he had come as a man,

he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death —

even to death on a cross.

For this reason God highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus

every knee will bow —

in heaven and on earth and under the earth —
and every tongue will confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.



Ezekiel 10-11 (CSB)

10:1 Then | looked, and there above the expanse
over the heads of the cherubim was something like
a throne with the appearance of lapis lazuli. 2 The
Lord spoke to the man clothed in linen and said,
“Go inside the wheelwork beneath the cherubim.
Fill your hands with blazing coals from among the
cherubim and scatter them over the city.” So he
went in as | watched.

3 Now the cherubim were standing to the south of
the temple when the man went in, and the cloud
filled the inner court. 4 Then the glory of the Lord
rose from above the cherub to the threshold of the
temple. The temple was filled with the cloud, and
the court was filled with the brightness of the Lord’s
glory. 5 The sound of the cherubim’s wings could be
heard as far as the outer court; it was like the voice
of God Almighty when he speaks.

6 After the Lord commanded the man clothed in
linen, saying, “Take fire from inside the wheelwork,
from among the cherubim,” the man went in and
stood beside a wheel. 7 Then the cherub reached
out his hand to the fire that was among them. He
took some and put it into the hands of the man
clothed in linen, who took it and went out. 8 The
cherubim appeared to have the form of human
hands under their wings.

9 | looked, and there were four wheels beside the
cherubim, one wheel beside each cherub. The luster
of the wheels was like the gleam of beryl.



10 In appearance, all four looked alike, like a
wheel within a wheel. 11 When they moved,
they would go in any of the four directions,
without pivoting as they moved. But wherever the

head faced, they would go in that direction, without
pivoting as they went. 12 Their entire bodies,
including their backs, hands, wings, and the wheels
that the four of them had, were full of eyes all
around. 13 As | listened the wheels were called “the
wheelwork.” 14 Each one had four faces: one was
the face of a cherub, the second the face of a
human, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth
the face of an eagle.

15 The cherubim ascended; these were the living
creatures | had seen by the Chebar Canal. 16 When
the cherubim moved, the wheels moved beside
them, and when they lifted their wings to rise from
the earth, even then the wheels did not veer away
from them. 17 When the cherubim stopped, the
wheels stood still, and when they ascended, the
wheels ascended with them, for the spirit of the
living creatures was in them.

18 Then the glory of the Lord moved away from the
threshold of the temple and stopped above the
cherubim. 19 The cherubim lifted their wings and
ascended from the earth right before my eyes; the
wheels were beside them as they went. The glory of
the God of Israel was above them, and it stopped at
the entrance to the eastern gate of the Lord’s house.

20 These were the living creatures | had seen
beneath the God of Israel by the Chebar Canal, and
| recognized that they were cherubim. 21 Each had
four faces and each had four wings, with what
looked something like human hands under their wings.



22 Their faces looked like the same faces |
had seen by the Chebar Canal. Each creature
went straight ahead.

11:1 The Spirit then lifted me up and brought me to
the eastern gate of the Lord’s house, which faces
east, and at the gate’s entrance were twenty-five
men. Among them | saw Jaazaniah son of Azzur, and
Pelatiah son of Benaiah, leaders of the people. 2
The Lord said to me, “Son of man, these are the
men who plot evil and give wicked advice in this
city. 3 They are saying, ‘Isn’t the time near to build
houses? The city is the pot, and we are the meat.” 4
Therefore, prophesy against them. Prophesy, son of
man!”

5 Then the Spirit of the Lord came on me, and he
told me, “You are to say, ‘This is what the Lord says:
That is what you are thinking, house of Israel; and |
know the thoughts that arise in your mind. 6 You
have multiplied your slain in this city, filling its streets
with them.

7 " 'Therefore, this is what the Lord God says: The
slain you have put within it are the meat, and the
city is the pot, but | will take you out of it. 8 You fear
the sword, so | will bring the sword against you. This
is the declaration of the Lord God. 9 | will take you
out of the city and hand you over to foreigners; | will
execute judgments against you. 10 You will fall by
the sword, and | will judge you at the border of
Israel. Then you will know that | am the Lord. 11 The
city will not be a pot for you, and you will not be the
meat within it. | will judge you at the border of
Israel, 12 so you will know that | am the Lord, whose
statutes you have not followed and whose
ordinances you have not practiced.



Instead, you have acted according to the
ordinances of the nations around you." ”

13 Now while | was prophesying, Pelatiah son of
Benaiah died. Then | fell facedown and cried out
loudly, “Oh, Lord God! You are bringing the
remnant of Israel to an end!”

14 The word of the Lord came to me again: 15 “Son
of man, your own relatives, those who have the right
to redeem your property, along with the entire
house of Israel—all of them—are those to whom the
residents of Jerusalem have said, "You are far from
the Lord; this land has been given to us as a
possession.’

16 "Therefore say, ‘This is what the Lord God says:
Though | sent them far away among the nations and
scattered them among the countries, yet for a little
while | have been a sanctuary for them in the
countries where they have gone.’ 17 “Therefore say,
"This is what the Lord God says: | will gather you
from the peoples and assemble you from the
countries where you have been scattered, and | will
give you the land of Israel.’

Jeremiah 29:10 “For thus says the Lord: When
seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will
visit you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and
bring you back to this place.”

18 "When they arrive there, they will remove all its
abhorrent acts and detestable practices from it.

Nehemiah 8:8 “They read from the book, from
the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense,
so that the people understood the reading.”



19 I will give them integrity of heart and put
a new spirit within them; | will remove their
heart of stone from their bodies and give them
a heart of flesh, 20 so that they will follow my

statutes, keep my ordinances, and practice them.
They will be my people, and | will be their God. 21
But as for those whose hearts pursue their desire for
abhorrent acts and detestable practices, | will bring
their conduct down on their own heads.” This is the
declaration of the Lord God.

22 Then the cherubim, with the wheels beside them,
lifted their wings, and the glory of the God of Israel
was above them. 23 The glory of the Lord rose up
from within the city and stopped on the mountain
east of the city. 24 The Spirit lifted me up and
brought me to Chaldea and to the exiles in a vision
from the Spirit of God. After the vision | had seen
left me, 25 | spoke to the exiles about all the things
the Lord had shown me.

1 Corinthians 3:16 “Do you not know that you
are God's temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
you?”

Ephesians 2:21-22 “...in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a
holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are
being built together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit.”

G. K. Beale “So new lIsrael, the church, is to draw
its power from the Spirit, the divine presence,
before God's throne in its drive to stand against
the world’s resistance.”



Singing

* In the sermon we listened to the gospel preached. Here, we
respond with worship. We sing the praises of the God who has

saved us and given us hope.

Confession & Lament
Communion
Singing

*The gospel is not the story of what we do to earn God's love. The
gospel is the story of what God has done to bring us back to life.
The problem is that we are forgetful and we all constantly slip into
moralism where we think that we need to live a certain way to earn
God's love. This is the time in our gathering where we intentionally
confess our sin and take communion to remind us of the grace of
God. We remember that we are not redeemed by doing anything.

We are redeemed by the death of Jesus in our place.

Benediction
Revelation 5:13

= And | heard every creature in heaven
and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory
and might forever and ever!”

*We are not just followers of King Jesus for a few hours on Sunday
morning. We are ambassadors of his kingdom everywhere we go.
With our families. At work. With our friends and neighbors. So every
week, we finish our gatherings by remembering that we represent
him everywhere we go and that we are called to radically love

people so that they see him in our lives.
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