


About Our Liturgy

We are all creatures of habit. Habits and
rhythms shape who we are. Our Sunday
gatherings are designed to help us press the
story of Jesus into our souls and change who
we are by repeating that same story over

and over again.

Every week we gather to remember and
celebrate these same old gospel truths: that
we are sinners but we have a great savior.
That the death and resurrection of Jesus
brought his kingdom here. That we have
been adopted into the family of God. That
he has called us to love each other and our
city. That we were created for a perfect

world, and that this world is not all there is.

So we invite you to participate with us as a

group of imperfect people who tell the same

story over and over again, the story of King

Jesus.




Call To Worship

Singing

* The American author David Foster Wallace wrote, “In the day-to-day trenches of
adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not
worshiping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.” This is
a powerful statement from a man who was not a follower of Jesus. He was 100%
correct. We all have something at the center of our lives. Something that we believe
will make us happy. Something that will fulfill us. Even those who follow Jesus often
find that we are serving idols, something that ultimately won't fulfill us.

The gospel story tells us what will: Jesus Christ. Only he can fulfill us. Only he can
redeem us. Only he can heal our deep spiritual wounds. Only he can give hope.
Serving him as king is why we were created. This is why we open our gatherings with
worship. Music touches our souls in a way that nothing else can. And so we use music
as the people of God have done for thousands of years to remind ourselves that we

serve and amazing King and that only he should be at the center of our lives.




new here?
let us know who you are

porchsf.com/sunday

. subscribe to the podcast

porchsf.com/sermons

* One of the beautiful facets of the gospel is how it brings all kinds of people
together (Galatians 3:28). We are God's people. We are called to live our lives
together and to love one another. In this part of our gathering, we celebrate this
truth. We pray for each other. We chat while getting coffee and tea. We talk about

what's going on in the life of the family



https://www.porchsf.com/sunday
https://www.porchsf.com/sermons
https://www.porchsf.com/welcome#new-page-2

JOURNALS

ACTS



https://app.slack.com/client/TDGBEPHGW/C02G11ES02V
https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2023/09/30/fall

Missional Family Dinner Schedule
Wednesday Nights | 6:00-8:15 pm

@ November 8 | Brackett Home | Chef Melissa
Homework: PABST

@ November 15 | No Wednesday Night Dinner
@ November 22 | No Wednesday Night Dinner

© November 29 | Downstairs SFEFC | BYOE Dinner
Homework: HTSTGB B

(@D December 6 | Brackett Home | Friends Night

@ December 13 | Brackett Home | Guest Chef
Homework: HTSTGB B2

@ December 20 | Brackett Home | Chef Melissa
Homework: HTSTGB B3

© December 27 | Downstairs SFEFC | BYOE Dinner
Homework: HTSTGB B4

@ January 3 | Brackett Home | Friends Night




Prayer
Monthly Schedule

Week 1: We read a prayer from church history.
Week 2: We take requests and pray for each other.
Week 3: Congregational Prayer.

Week 4: Praying the Psalms.

Week 5: We take requests and pray for each other.

Coffee

This quick time of greeting isn't a break in the
worship but rather a continuation of our worship.
Take five minutes to grab a cup of coffee and say

hello to someone you haven't met yet.




Question 49: Where is Christ now?

| Answer: Christ rose bodily from the grave on the

third day after his death and is seated at the right
hand of the Father, ruling his kingdom and
interceding for us, until he returns to judge and
renew the whole world.

Scripture Reading 1John 3:1-3(CSB)

| See what great love the Father has given us that we

should be called God'’s children — and we are!
The reason the world does not know us is that it
didn’t know him. Dear friends, we are God's
children now, and what we will be has not yet been
revealed. We know that when he appears, we will
be like him because we will see him as he is. And
everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself
just as he is pure.

* 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for
teaching, for rebuking, for carrecting, for training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." Ged's word is precious.
This time is less about the words of the preacher and more about the words of God.
So here at The Porch we usually go through an entire book of the Bible verse by
verse. We want to soak up the truth, We want to see Jesus on every page. We want
to know the gospel better than we did yesterday. When that happens, we will be
more loving, more humble, maore hopeful, more joyful, and more blown away by

what we |learn about our King.



http://newcitycatechism.com/new-city-catechism/#49

Forgotten God, Francis Chan “"The benchmark of success
in church services has become more about attendance
than the movement of the Holy Spirit. The
"entertainment” model of church was largely adopted in
the 1980s and '90s, and while it alleviated some of our
boredom for a couple of hours a week, it filled our
churches with self-focused consumers rather than self-
sacrificing servants attuned to the Holy Spirit...If | were
Satan and my ultimate goal was to thwart God's kingdom
and purposes, one of my main strategies would be to get
churchgoers to ignore the Holy Spirit... After all, if the
Holy Spirit moves, nothing can stop Him. If He doesn't
move, we will not produce genuine fruit—no matter how
much effort or money we expend. The church becomes
irrelevant when it becomes purely a human creation. We
are not all we were made to be when everything in our
lives and churches can be explained apart from the work
and presence of the Spirit of God.”

JD Greear, "l once heard a Christian leader say, ‘Better to
spend one hour on your knees pursuing the Holy Spirit
than ten hours studying the Bible." Tweetable, maybe, but
very wrong. Better to spend one hour on your knees
pursuing the Holy Spirit through the Bible. Scripture
invites you into a relationship that involves both Word and
Spirit, each being indispensable for the other.”

Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were
all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance.



#1 The Holy Spirit is a Person

2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

#2 The Holy Spirit is God

Acts 5:3-4 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep
back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4
While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why
is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart?
You have not lied to man but to God.”

#3 The Holy Spirit is eternal and holy.

Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

#4 The Holy Spirit has His own mind, and He prays for
us.

Romans 8:27 And he who searches hearts knows what
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.

#5 The Holy Spirit has emotions.

Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

Hebrews 10:29 How much worse punishment, do you
think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled
underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood
of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has
outraged the Spirit of grace?



#6 The Holy Spirit has His own desires and
will.

1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are empowered by
one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one
individually as he wills.

#7 The Holy Spirit is omnipotent, omnipresent, and
omniscient.

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God has made me, and the
breath of the Almighty gives me life.

Psalm 139:7-8 Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or
where shall | flee from your presence? 8 If | ascend to
heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in Sheol, you
are there!

1 Corinthians 2:10b For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God.

#1 The Holy Spirit Purifies

1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But
you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by
the Spirit of our God.

Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by
us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit

#2 The Holy Spirit Unifies

Ephesians 4:3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.



#3 The Holy Spirit Reveals

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might understand the things freely given us by

God.
Romans 8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are sons of God.

#4 The Holy Spirit Empowers

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.

1 Corinthians 2:4 and my speech and my message
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

#5 The Spirit Prays

Romans 8:26-28 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according
to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who
love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose.

#6 The Holy Spirit Lets Himself Be Resisted

Acts 7:51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in
heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As
your fathers did, so do you.

1 Thessalonians 5:19 Do not quench the Spirit.



Romans 12:4-8 For as in one body we have many

members, and the members do not all have the
same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his
teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with
cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Now concerning spiritual gifts,
brothers, | do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know
that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute
idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore | want you to
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever
says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is
Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5
and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who empowers them all in everyone.

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by
one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one
individually as he wills.



Three Ideas about Spiritual Gifts

1. The gifts are for ministry — not personal spiritual
experience.

2. It's good that we all don't have the same gifts.
We are a body

3. These are supernatural gifts, not natural talent.

Application - What do we do?
1. Read Acts together. This is why we are reading Acts.

2. Ask yourself hard questions.

3. Putyourself into situations where you actually need
the Holy Spirit to show up.




Singing

* In the sermon we listened to the gospel preached. Here, we
respond with worship. We sing the praises of the God who has
saved us and given us hope.

Confession & Lament
Communion
Singing

*The gospel is not the story of what we do to earn God's love. The
gospel is the story of what God has done to bring us back to life.
The problem is that we are forgetful and we all constantly slip into
moralism where we think that we need to live a certain way to earn
God's love. This is the time in our gathering where we intentionally
confess our sin and take communion to remind us of the grace of
God. We remember that we are not redeemed by doing anything.

We are redeemed by the death of Jesus in our place.

Benediction
| Corinthians 15:58

= Therefore, beloved, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your
labor is not in vain.

*We are not just followers of King Jesus for a few hours on Sunday
morning. We are ambassadors of his kingdom everywhere we go.
With our families. At work. With our friends and neighbors. So every
week, we finish our gatherings by remembering that we represent
him everywhere we go and that we are called to radically love

people so that they see him in our lives.
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